E——— v

ECOLOGICAL

ECONOMICS

ELSEVIER Ecalogical Economics 14 (1995) 209-219 _——
Book Reviews

Human ecology that it inevitably must emkt “tr: ientific

Human Ecology: [ af Anti-fi
Views of the World. D. Steiner and M. Nauser,
eds. 1993, Routledge, London, xxvi + 365 pp.

Gregory Bateson in Mind and Narure argued
for a new science of survival specializing in putting
her the fi ives of other
disciplines. This volume, onsmatmg in a confer-
ence organized by geographers in Switzerland in
1989, illustrates many of the merits and difficul-
ties of such an undertaking. “Human ecology™
may well be an adequate label for the ambition to
integrate different discourses on sustainability and
human-nature interaction, but after decades of
discussions there are still a number of competing
approaches as to how such integration might best
be achieved. Agamst l‘ms background the editors
have i d in ing some of
the most promising avenues,

The normative foundation of human ecology is
easier to deli than its I frame-
work. Its point of departure is immediately evi-
dent in the evocation, in the book’s abstract, of
“an environmental catastrophe of global propor-
tions” and the questmmn,g of modem “tech-
nocratic” rati The | crisis is
identified as a fragmentarizing “crisis ol society”
which can only be a]]ewated through a “new kind
of i 3 to ible, sus-
tainable lifestyles,

In biology, sociology, anthropology,

components of a phliowphlcal and rehgmus na-

ture”. Of the 19 s, 11 are g
3 psychologists and one a t Thc absence
of contributi from ol is well

sated for by the strong interest in Giddens, Luh-
mann and Habermas shared by many of the Swiss
2 h On what anthropology might have
to contribute, however, the book is almost com-
ple.lely sulenl Considering the extensive anthro-
ing itself as “human
eooiosy (ef. the foumal Human Ecology as well
as recent volumes by, e.g., Ingold, Moran, Ben-
nett or Campbell), this is a major omission.

A central theme is the “human-ecological tri-
angle” of Person-Socicty-Environment which
gave the conference its name. According to
Steiner, this triangle defines four kinds of rela-
tionships which need to be elucidated and which
organize the book, namely person-society, per-
son-environment, person-self, and society-en-
vironment. He suggests that all but the last of
these relationships tend to be autopoietic or “re-
cursive’ systems in the sense that entities belong-
ing to different levels of inclusiveness are mutu-
ally self-reinforcing. He is thus able to subsumc
various i di of thcsc lationst
within a new, n tionist *
mology” focused on self-organization.

Several contributors note that Giddens' theory
of structuration is of crucial significance for an
ing of the nature of the per-
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and psychology the editors recognize the 5 in-
tradisciplinary “roots” of human ecology. They
argue persuasively not only that it should be
“centred in the social sciences and the humani-
ties rather than in the natural sciences”, but also

son-society relationship. The recursivity of the
person-environment  relationship, on the other
hand, can be illuminated from the perspective of
Gibson's “ecological psychology” (championed by
Carello) complemented with Lang's interpreta-
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